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Copy of a Letter from a German-Officer at Batavia. 


HAT iftrange notions of the Eaft Indies are formed 

in Europe ! It is thought that money is to be picked 
up on the highways, and pearls and diamonds as one walks 
the fiore. But they are widely miftaken. Alas! a man 
muft earn his bread here by the {weat of his brow as well as 
in Europe. Eaft India has long fince ceafed to be what it 
was formerly to adventurers. As our divines inform us thai 
every thing grows worfe in the moral world, I can affure 
them that it does fo here in the mercantile world. There are 
but two ways of making a fortune: Either by a very lucra- 
tive poft, of which here are a great many, or by commerce, 
or by both together, and all are attended by numerous dif- 
ficulties and much labour. Out of a thoufand that come 
hither fcarcely fifty preferve their lives, and of thofe fifry 
{carcely five make fortunes. 

But how, you will afk, ftand matters with the military ? 
The military here, in Afia, is very different from what itis in 
Europe. In Europe, aman ferves not merely for the fake 
of pay: He hopes in time’to be advanced: Whereas here 
the main concern is money, and it is indifferent whether it 
be got under the title of an Enfign or of a Colonel. Who- 
ever has money is fure to be treated with refpeét. Matters 
re altogether on a different footing in this quarter of the 
world, Many an Enfign, who has only the command of a 
fingle poft, would not change his ftation with any Captain 
in Batavia. A Captain’s pay is here about tour thoufand 
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guidens a year; but this bears no proportion with the ex. 
pence he muft be at on account of his rank. He muf un 
avoidably keep his carriage, and this cofts him at leaf 
1500 guldens: Befide this he muft have a numerous retinue 
of flaves, and the refit of his eftabliihment mutt be ina 
fuitable ftyle. An Enfign is already afhamed of walking on 
fuot, though all forts of conveyance is in this place fo ex. 
travagantly dear. For the hire of a chariot for half a day 
one muit pay five, and for a whole day ten, guldens. He 
that has good friends and patrons that keep their equipages, 
has no need to concern himfelf with this expence. An 
Enfign here, in India, receives about forty-two rix-dollars 
per month: On which, however, aman cannot fubfif in 
Batavia, if he would hve regardtul of his health. This 
requires that he drink every day a bottle of wine and fome 
beer: Forto drink water alone, is extremely unwholefome ; 
though a man may do with wine and watcr mixed. As beer 
is not brewed, and the vine dues not grow here, the price of 
both is very isk, The quart of wine cofts at leaft fixteen 
ftivers, and the quart of beer the fame. A bad uniform, 
without fcarf or gorget; juft fuch as the officers wear when 
they go upon guard, amounts at leak to 15° rix-dollars. 
Except when on fervice, a man 1s afhamed to appear ina 
fimple uniform. Or; other Occ (Gone nothing is worn but 
filk clothes, and thefe muft be all over emb roidered with gold 
or filver. In Germany an ofhe er may live within bounds, 
etired, and in a manner unobferved: Not fo here : Orhe 
muft confent to pafs for a man of no ambition, and of low 
patronage: And then he may remain where he i is, but will 
never make his fortune. 

What then has an officer todo, that he may live in a be- 
coming ftyle? How does a foreigner without means, like 
me, contrive to maintain himfelf ? I will tell you. People 
here are not fo fumple as not to know that nobody who has 
money goes tothe Eaft Indies. Who would. undertake fo 
id perilous a voyage ? Who would go and live info 
{corching a place as Bat avia is, of which 
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all prefently give you a farther account, unlefs he was 
lied to it by neceflity ? However, fuch as bring good 
recommendations with them, and behave well, find them- 
felves here very much at their eafe. When a young man 1s 
once intro luced, he is prefently invited to the tables of all 
the principal perfons in Batavia. ‘Their hofpitality 1s fuch 
that it is next to, impoflible ‘to decline any particular in- 
vitation. ‘Though L have as yet been here fo fhort a time, 
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I am.already domefticated in feveral houfes. I fit down 
every. day to a plentiful table, noon and evening, drink a 
cheerful glafs of wine and beer, and thus provide both for 
my health and my entertainment, without being at any ex- 
pence. It always depends on myfelf alone with whom 
] thall dine or fup, and have nothing further to do than to 
fend word in the forenoon that they may fend the carriage 
for me, which alfo brings me home. Accordingly,if I were 
toremain here in Batavia, I could fubfift extremely well; 
but then I fhould lay by nothing, andtherefore I fhould gain 
no permanent advantage. My firft endeavour is to get fome 
fort of afituation, andthen watch for an opportunity to offer 
of procuring fome place more profitable. 

But the climate of Batavia is fo unwholefome, that I am 
afraid I muft {eek my itation elfewhere ; however at no great 
diftance from it.: For all around this place, and on feveral 
of the other iflands of Java, the air is very healthy. Herein 
the town, it is no uncommon thing, after I have been dining 
with a friend, and left him cheerful and well, on calling at his 
houfe three days afterward, to learn that he was buried that 
morning. Thefe events happen here every day. It even 
makes a great difference to aman in what quarter of the town 
helives. ‘Uhat where I lodge is reckoned the moft falubrious. 
Of athoufand that come hither, fcarcely one efcapes fome 
mortal ficknefs; and if a man does not live well, and freely 
take his glafs of wine every day, he muft die ; even though 
his conftitution were as ftrong 2s iron. Of the ofhicers that 
are here, from one end of the year to another, at leaft the 
half are fick, as it thirty die within the twelvemoath it 1s 
nothing extraordinary, fo that promotion is very rapid. 

In Batavia a man mult always oblerve the fame diet when 
hé is well, as he does in Europe when he is fick, or he will 
not laft long ; he mult particularly take care that the fun 
does not fhiné upon him by day, nor the moon by night. 
My landlord, who has now been feven years in Batavia, and 
of thefe feven years has fearcely been fix months in perfect 
health, affures me, that he becames immediately faint if the 
moon does but fhine on hun ever fo little: Accordingly, 
nobody fiirs out by moonlight without taking a flave with 
him to carry a paralune over his head. It is the fame with 
the heats of the fun, trom ten in the morning ull three in the 
afternoon. ‘Thefe a man mutt carefully fhun, as the fun- 
beams are fo nerce and penetrating. B fide thefe, there are 
many th 
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For fome days I have not been able to write a line on ac- 
count of the number of vilits | had to pay : Thefe confume 
both morning and evening. The mode of life is quite dif. 
terent here from what it is in Europe. I muft give you a 
brief defcription of it. They rife at: break of day ; and 
fince the day and night are equal here the year throughout, 
at leaft the difference is not much, it is commonly fix o'clock 
before it is quite day. But about five -o’clock they are 
already up, ,At which time they commonly drefs, drink 
coliee, and {moke a pipe of tobacco. Whoever has bufinefs 
to.do, goes about fix to his affairs, and whoever has vifits to 
make begins them at the fame time, and this is the beft time 
for {peaking with any one, even the Governor-General, 
About nine nobody is any longer feen in the ftreets, unlefs 
his bufinefs is very prefling, as then the heat is already too 
violent, Till noon each perfon retires to that part of the 
houfe, or before the door where it is the cooleft. Precifely 
at twelve o'clock dinner is ferved up, in every family from 
the higheft to the loweit. They never fit longer than an 
hour, or at mofl an hour and a half, at table. After dinner 
another pipe of tobacco, with a glafs or two of wine or 
beer, then every one withes the reft a good nap, and each 
retires to reft as regularly as at night. _ This lafts till four or 
five after, and during this time no perfon in all Batavia is to 
be fpoken with, Is not this an excellent fafhion ? From 
five to fix is paffed in drinking tea, after which they proceed 
againto bufinefs, or to go into company till nine, At nine 
they fit down to fupper, which is always as fubftantial a meal 
as that at noon, After this a pipe, and thento bed. Thus 
paffes one day after another the whole year through; And 
thus a man muft live, if he would preferve his health. Such 
exceffes as we frequently fee indulged in Europe, would 
make fhort work with life. 

Would to Heaven it were not fo terribly hot! day and 
night I haye not one dry thread on my whole body, though 
I fleep with nothing on but my fhirt, and without bed- 
clothes. I often put up the prayer, oh, when will winter 
come ! without confidering that nothing is here known of 
winter. What is called winter, are three or four months ot 
continual rains. Notwithftanding which it is yet very warm ; 
and, when the fun fhines after the rain it is hotter than in 
former. In the winter feafon moft people die ; the ramy 

veather is particularly noxious and unhealthy. 

_ What a great advantage has the major part of Europe 
‘hove the other three parts of the world, in regard to cli- 
mate 
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mate and health! Therefore it is, that fcarcely any body 
comes hither from Europe, in order to fettle here ; but only 
for the purpofe of making his fortune, and then to return. 
If it pleafed Heaven that I was fo far-advanced, 1 would 
with joy commit myfelf a fecond time for fome months to 
the fury of the inclement waves. This is not done fo 
quickly, however, as it is thought in Europe, But begins 
nings are always difficult, and fo they are here, efpecially. ur 
the military, unlefs it be war time, or, as L obferved before; 
a man hasa poft alone as commandant, and this. he mutt 
obtain, as occafion may offer, by means of a patron. For-fo 
many are recommended from the Hague to the Governor> 
General, that it is impoflible for him to encourage all alike. 
The commandants on the outpofts have a hard life of it, as 
the climate round Batavia is healthy. 

With fuch as go as commanders from Hollafid to India, 
the method of. proceeding is.as follows: About thirty fhips 
go out annually from Holland to India.. On board of each 
ship is acommander. Now, fuch of thefe commanders as 
are provided with recommendations, like myfelf, are placed 
as officers firft in’ Bavaria, or on the ifle of Ceylon, or on 
Java, or on fome other ifland, where there happens to be a 
vacancy. “Till then he remains exempt from fervice. As 
foon as an outpoft becomes vacant, and. a man has fuch in- 
tereft as I have, he can very eafily obtain it. It is: not long 
fince one of thefe pofts was given to a perfon who-had not 
been here above a year. “Who knows but that I might have 
got itif I had come out a little fooner? I have a powerful 
patron in Herr Sabander Reyeft, for he is in great favour 
with his High Noblenefs. This is the title given to the Go- 
vernor-General, Von der Parra; and the Council. of India 
are ftyled Noble Lords. Every one elfe is called Mynheer. 
This extends evento the officers. Itis not cuftomary to fay, 
Herr Hauptmann, Herr Lieutenant, &c. but fimply Myn- 
heer. The title of the Governor-General’s lady is meffrow 
generetilfe, of a counfellor’s lady, meffrow, and al} other 
ladies are called yuffrows, whether they be married or not. 
The epithets: gracious, your grace, &c. are unknown both 
in Holland and in India; and the Governor-General, as 
well as his lady, would take it much amifs, and recéive it as 
a bafe picce of flattery, to be addreffed with the terms of 
grace and gracious; but thofe of goodnefs and kindnefs are 
admitted, 

I write of matters juft as they come into my head; you 
will, therefore, pardon the want of method that prevails in 
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my letter; for the weather is fo infufferably hot, that I am 
obliged to confult my eafe more than any thing elfe. Ba. 
tavia isavery magnificent town, and well fortified. H I ex. 
cept Holland, I do not think there is a town:in all Europe 
confifting of fuch regular and magnificent houfes. Yet this 
is nothing compared to the magnificence that reigns within 
the houfes. The coftly furniture which in Europe is only 
to be feen in royal and princely manfions, is here met with 
in the houfes of all ‘perfons of rank. All glitters with filver 
and gold. 

A certain Rabari who, about a weck ago, married an In- 
dian girl, aflured me ‘that the expences of his~ wedding 
amounted at the leaft to 5000 rixdollars; and the furniture, 
flaves, and other appendages, without reckoning the :-houfe, 
ftood him in upward of 20,000 ‘rixdollars.; and this is only 
an Enfign. - However, it requires a ftrong. refolution: to 
marry an Indian girl. In the firft place you muff be content 
to fix your abode. in this country : Secondly, thefe ladies 
have not the flighteft: tin€ture of education and breeding, fo 
that you are not to expett any thing like a companion in 
them: Thirdly, they are given to a cuftom, which I cannot 
endure; from morning ‘till evening they are conftantly 
chewing a certain root, which is here called pinnang. This 
root yields a red-coloured juice, continually flowing down 
from the corners.of their mouths; and a to an European 
is extremely difgufting. From this habit they can no more 
be weaned than I can from my fnuff-box. “hey {peak but 
little Dutch, and fcarcely any language but Malayan. They 
are droll creatures, and their drefs and behaviour are droller 
itill. 

Indeed, the place abounds with human curiofities. What 
a variety of nations! Here are particularly a great many 
Chinefe. Ihave even a Chinefe for my barber: He fhaves 
exceedingly well, and makes numberlefs grimaces and hocus- 
pocus tricks all the while, but I cannot underftand a word 
he.fays. It is the fame thing with all the flaves that wait on 
me: I am obliged to make myfelf underftood by figns and 
geftures, or to employ the worthy gentleman, my landlord, 
as an interpreter, 

Yefierday evening 1 was at a {pecies of entertainment, 
which I have never ijeen any where in fo great perfection as 


at Batavia. I was invited to {upper by Mr. G——— , anative 
of Z——, who has married the daughter of the late Briga- 
dier Faber, to whom, as 1 mentioned to you before, 1 was 
ftrongly recommended by Herr von Prche About ¢! leven 
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o'clock, when we were on the point of breaking up, Mr. 
G propofed to the company, which coniifted of about 
fifty perfons, whether it would not be agreeable to make a 
little excurfion. All declared their affent. In fomewhat 
lefs than half an hour there were not fewer than thirty cha- 
riots before the door;, four-feated coaches are not in ufe 
here, as too inconvenient. Vith each chariot were two 
flaves carrying lighted torches, making the ftreet as light as 
in broad day. Three bands of mufic, all likewife flaves, one 
band before, another in the middle, and the third behind, 

galed us with their mufic as we proceeded. Lach chariot 
was alfo attended by two flaves, whofe duty it was to poelent 
wine and all kinds of refrefhments to the company. In this 
train we proceeded, with flow and folemn pace, flep by ftep, 
to town, between trees on either hand. This expedition 
laftedtwo hours, and then the carriages fet us all down at our 
own doors. This little after-piece coft our landlord at leaf 
150 dollars; but this is made no account of in Batavia by 
fuch as, like Mr. G enjoy lucrative pofts. — It is here 
as in Europe: Money flows from all quarters to them: that 
are rich; while beginners find many difficulties, and much 


hard work. 








Narrative of a Voyage round the World, in the Years 
1785, 1786, 1787, and 1788, by 7. F. G. De La 
PW ufe ; publified confornial ily to the Decree of the 
Naitonal Affembly of the 22d of Apr ril, 1791, and 
edited b by M. L. A. Millet-Mureai 

Continued from Page 264.) 


i 

N the 24th of September, 1786, our voyagers left 
Monterey, and the coaft of America. They ftood to 

the S. W. till they got within the limits of the trade winds, 
and then proceeded for China; without difcovering any 
other land than ony » the ynfiderable iflands. On the 2d of 


January, 1787, th anchored in Macao road, concerning 
which place we bi ve the following ufetul and entertaining 


information. 
* The Chinefe, who had piloted us up to Macao, refufed 
he anchorage of Typa; they teftified 
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manded from each of them half the fum he had received, 
Thefe kind of contributions are generally preceded by 
feveral found baftinadoes. This people, whofe laws are {o 
much boafted of in Europe, is perhaps the moft unfortunate, 
the moft aggrieved, and the moft arbitrarily governed, of any 
on the face of the earth ; if, however, it be fair to judge of 
the Chinefe government, by the defpotifm of the mandarin 
of Macao. 

* The weather, which was very cloudy, had prevented 
us from perceiving the town ; at noon it cleared up, and we 
made it from the weft a degree fouth about three leagues. 
I fent a boat on fhore, commanded by M. Boutin, to ad. 
vertife the governor of our arrival, and to acquaint him, that 
we intended to make fome ftay in the road, for the purpofe 
of refting and refrefhing our fhips’ companies. M. Bernardo 
Alexis de Lemos, Governor of Macao, received this officer 
in the moft obliging manner ; he made us an offer of every 
affiftance in his power, and immediately fent a Malay pilot 
on board, to conduét us to the anchorage of Typa; at day- 
break the next day we got under way, and at eight o’clock in 
the morning we brought up in three fathoms and a half, 
muddy ground, the town of Macao bearing northweft five 
miles. 

‘’ We came to an anchor alongfide of a French flute, 
commanded by M. de Richery, enfign in the navy ; fhe 
came from Manilla, deftined, by Meffrs. de’Entrecafteaux 
and Cofligny, to cruize on the eaftern coafts, and there to 
proteét ourcommerce. We had then at length, at the end of 
eighteen months, the pleafure of meeting not only witli 
our countrymen, but even comrades and acquaintances. 
M. de Richery had the night before accompanied the Malay 
pilot, and had brought us a very confiderable quantity of 
fruits, pulfe, frefh meat, and in general every thing which he 
could imagine might be agreeable to navigators after a long 
voyage. Our apparent good ftate of health feemed to fur- 
prife him. He informed us of the political ftlate of Europe, 
the fituation of which was exaétly the fame as at our de- 
parture from France ; butall! his refearches at Macao to find 
out fome who had been charged with our packets were in 


vain ; it was more than probable, that no letter addreffed to 
us had arrived in China, and we experienced the melancholy 
idea of having been forgotten by our friends and families, 
Sorrowful { us make men unjult; thefe letters, which 
we fo forcibly re mt a might have been entruft led to the 
company’s fiup which had loft ts paflage; her confort alone 
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had arrived this year, and information was received from the 
Captain, that the greater part of the money, and al] the 
letters, had been fent by the other fhip. We were perhaps 
more affligted than the merchants by the unfavourable weather 
which had prevented the arrival of this fhip, and it was im- 
poflible for us not to remark, that out of twenty-nine Englifh 
fhips, five Dutch, two Danes, one Swede, two Americans, 
and two French, the only one which had loft its pafflage was 
of our‘nation. As the Englifh never truft the command of 
their fhips except to thorough-bred feamen, a fimilar event is 
what rarely happens to them ; and when arriving too late in 
the Chinefe feas, they find the north-eaft monfoon fet in, 
they ftruggle with obitinacy againft this impediment ; they 
frequently penetrate to the eaftward of the Philippines, and 
ftanding to the northward in this fea, much more extenfive 
and lefs expofed to currents, they re-enter by the fouth of 
the Bafhee Iflands, make the land of Piedra Blanca, and, as 
we did, pafs to the northward of the Great Lamma. We 
were witnefles of the arrival of an Englifh veffel which, 
after having followed this track, anchored in Macao road ten 
days after us, and immediately afterward went up to 
Canton*. 

“* My firft care, after the fhip’s being moored, was to go on 
fhore with M. de Langle, in order to thank the governor for the . 
obliging reception he had given to M. Boutin, and to afk his 
permiflion to have an eftablifhment on fhore, for the purpofe 
of ereéting an obfervatory, and giving reft to M. Dagelet, 
who was very much fatigued with our voyage, as well as 
M. Rollin, our furgeon major, who after having by his care 
and advice, warded off the {curvy and all other difeafes from 
us, would himfelf have been obliged to yield to the fatigues 
of our long voyage, had our arrival been retarded a week 
longer. 

** M. de Lemos received us as countrymen ; every favour 
we had afked was granted, with a politenefs to which no 
language can do juftice. He made us an offer of his houfe, 
and, as he did not {peak French, his wife, a young Portuguefe 
from Lifbon, officiated as his interpreter. To the anfwers 
of her hufband fhe added amiablenefs and grace peculiar to 

Vor. XXXII. 2X herfelf, 


* D’Entrecafteaux, in 1787, made a voyage from the Ifle of 
France to China againft a monfoon; he crofled parts of a fea 
almoft unknown, and difcovered fome dangerous rocks and fhoals 
not mentioned in any chart.—(F reach Editor.) 
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herfelf, and fuch as travellers can rarely flatter themfelves 
with meeting inthe firft cities of Europe. 

Dona Maria de Saldagna had twelve years ago married 
M. de Lemos at Goa, and very foon after the marriage I hap. 
pened to be in that city, commander of .the fiute La Seine; 
fhe was fo kind as to remind me of this event, which was 
very ftrongly imprefled on my memory, and obligingly to 
add, that I, was an old acquaintance ; atter which, calling all 
her children, the told me that the always thus prefented her- 
felf to her,friends ; that their education was the objc@ of all 
her cares ; that fhe was proud of being their mother, which 
pride we mult have the goodnefs to pardon, as fhe. was de- 
termined to introduce herfelf to our acquaintance with all 
her faults. 

The whole world could not exhibit a more charming 
picture ; the fineft children furrounded and embraced the 
moft lovely mother, whofe kindnefs and {weetne{s of man- 
ners {pread itfelf over every thing around her. 

We were foon convinced, that to her charms and private 
virtues fhe added a firm chaciier. and an elevated mind; 
that in feveral delicate circumflances, in which M. de Lemos 
had found himfelf involved with the Chinefe, he had been 
confirmed in his generous refelations by Medaur de Lemos, 
and they were both united in opinion, that they ought not, 
after the example of their predeceflors, to facrifice the honour 
of their nation to any other intereft whatever. The ad- 
miniftration of M. de Lemus at Goa would have been a 
diftinguifhed period for that cclony, if government had 
thought proper to continue him in his place for alonger term 
than three years, and had allowed hun ume to accuilom the 
Chinefe to a refiftance, of which, for more than a century, 
they had loft even the resperebrance. 

As aman is as fer diftant from China at Macao as in 
Europe, {yom the extreme difficulty of penetrating into this 
empire, Iwill not follow the example of navigators who 
have {poken of it without any knowledge whatever ; 1 will 
therefore confine myfelf to a defcription of the connexion 
ef the Europeans withthe Chinefe; the extreme humiliation 
they experience inn; the feeble proteétion they can derive 
from the Portuguefe fettlemeni upon: the coalt of China, 
and finally, the importance which might be attached to the 
city of Macao, in the poffeflion of a nation which woud 
conduét itfelf with jufticc, but at the fame time with dignity 
and fiimne({s, againit a government which is perhaps the mott 
unjult 
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unjuf&t and oppreffive, and at the fame time the moft 
cowardly, that at this moment exifts in the whole world. 

“ The Chinefe carry on # commerce with the Europeans, 
which amounts to fifty millions, two fifths of which are paid 
in filver, the reft in Englifh cloth, Batavian or Malacca tin, 
in cotton from Surat and Bengal, in opium from Patna, in 
{andal wood and pepper, from the coaft of Malabar. Some 
articles of luxury are alfo carried from Europe, as looking 
glafles of the largeft dimenfions, Geneva watches, coral, 
fine pearls ; but it is fcarcely worth while to reckon thefe 
laft articles, as they cannot be fold to any advantage but in 
very {mall quantities. In exchange for all thefe riches, 
nothing is carried away but black or green tea, with fome 
chefts of raw filk for the European manulaétures, for I reckon 
as nothing the China ware, with which they ballaft their 
thips, and the filks, from which they fcarcely derive any 
profit. ‘There certainly is not any nation in the world, that 
carries on fo advantageous a commerce with ftrangers, never- 
thelefs there is not one that impofes fuch hard conditions, 
and that with greater impudence multiplies reflraints and 
vexations of every kind ; there is nota fingle cup of tea 
drunk in Europe, which has not been the caufe of an humi- 
liation to thofe who purchafed it at Canton, and who have 
embarked and failed over half the globe to bring this leaf 
into our markets. 

I cannot, refrain from relating, that about two years ago, 
an Engltth gunner, making a falute by order of his Captain, 
killed a Chinefe fifherman ina fhampan, who had impru- 
dently and unknown to the gunner placed himfelf within 
therange of the gun. The fantock or governor of Canton 
demanded the gunner, and at length obtained hum on a pro- 
mife that he would not do him any harm, adding, that he was 
not fo unjuftas to punifh an involuntary homicide. Upon 
this afurance the unfortunate man was delivered up to him, 
and was hanged two hours afterward. The national honour 
demanded a fpeedy and extraordinary vengeance, but mer- 
chant fhips do not poffefs the means of it ; and the Captains 
of thefe fhips, accuftomed to punétuality, honefty, and that 
moderation which does not endanger the property of their 
employers, could not undertake a generous refiftance, which 
would have occafioneda lofs of forty millions to their com- 
pany, whofe fhips would have returned empty; but they 
without doubt denounced this injury, and flattered themfelves 
they could obtain fatisfa€tion for it. I dare undertake to 
aflert, that-al! the agents of the different European companies 
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would give a great part of their fortune, in order at-length to 
convince thefe cowardly mandarines, that aéts of injuftice 
like their’s have paffed all bounds. 

(To be continued.) 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For MARCH, 1799. 


ONTRARY to general expeétation the French have 

declared war againft the Emperor of Germany. In 
the Council of Five Hundredon the 13thof March, Delbrel 
the Secretary, read feveral mefflages from the Council of 
Ancients, containing the refolution of that Council on the 
fubje& of the mefflage of the Direftory, fating that the 
French republic was at war with the Emperor, King of 
Hungary and Bohemia, and with the Grand Duke of 
Tufcany. 

The Direftory in that meffage explained the complaints 
of the republic againft thofe two powers. It declared, with 
re{peét to the Emperor, that the treaty of Campo Formio was 
mifunderftood in its principle, and not carried into efle& in 
one of its principal articles, and that the conduét of the 
Auftrian cabinet had been always in oppofition to peace. It 
reverted to the cold reception of the French Ambaffador 
Bernadotte at Vienna; to the affront offered to him there; 
to the hypocrify of that court in the negociation of Seltz, 
which was the more evident becaufe Baron de Degellmann 
did not repair to Paris ; to the fending of Count Cobentzel 
to Berlin and Rufha, and to the difficulties raifed at Vienna 
to receive the Cifalpine Ambaflador. It then endeavours te 
demonftrate the hoflile difpofition of the Emperor with 
regard to the march of the Ruffians acrofs Moravia and 
Auftria, and who were then on the confines of Bavaria, 
already occupied by an army of 100,000 Aultrians. 

The Direétory in the fame meflage, accufed the Grand 
Duke of Tufcany of perfidy towards the republic, and of 
connivance with the enemies of France. It expofed his 
fecret negociations with the cabinet of St. James's, particu- 
Jarly by the poffeffion of Leghorn by the Englifh, againft 
which, he merely oppofed ili-difguifed efforts. The meflage 
concluded witha formal propofition of declaring war again 
the Emperor and the Grand Duke. It was ordered to be 
printed, 
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printed, and was received with fhouts of “ Long live the 
republic !” 

The period which has elapfed fince this declaration of war 
is too fhort to allow of any very material aétion. But the 
French, with more than their accuftomed celerity, attacked a 
part of the army of the Imperialifts on the 13th of March, 
the very fame day, according to the accounts publifhed by the 
Direftory, that the declaration of war was iffued, and de- 
featedthem. This fudden attack it is difficult to juftify, as 
it could then hardly be generally known that the two powers 
were at war with each other. But it, probably, has little to 
do with the general fuccefs of either fide in the campaign. 


HOLLAN D. 


According to intelligence from Conftantinople a note was 
tran{mitted trom the Sublime Porte to the Ambaffador from 
Holland, dated the 16th of January, ftating that the prefent 
government of France, entirely difregarding every law of 
nations, having adopted as a principle to attack all powers 
without diftinétion, whether friends or enemies, and every 
where to diffeminate difturbance and confufion, had, in con- 
fequence of this principle, fecretly prepared to fubjugate 
Egypt, the moft valuable province of the Sublime Porte, 
and which is the gate of the moft facred and revered cities of 
Mecca and Medina; that, therefore, the Sublime Porte had 
found itfelf under the neceflity of repelling force by force ; 
that the Sublime Porte was the ancient friend of the republic 
of Holland ; and that the Dutch, who carried on a very 
lucrative commerce with the Ottoman empire, had always 
endeavoured, during the time of their independence, to 
render themfelves agreeable to the Sublime Porte. But fince 
the entrance of the French into Holland that republic was 
deprived of its independence, and reduced beneath the yoke 
of the French Direétory, and, like the provinces of France, 
its inhabitants were, in faét, become their fubjeéts ; that the 
Dutch Ambaffador was therefore enjoined to quit his re- 
fidence within a week, and informed that the ancient amity 
would be re-eftablifhed between the two countries as foon as 
Holland thould be feparated from the French. 


So 2 &M.A BY. 

The miffion of Mr. Grenville to Berlin is faid to have 
brought to light fome fecret articles in the treaty of Campo 
Formio, between the Emperor and France, the hiftory of 
which is as curious as the articles are interefting. bis Abbé 
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Sieyes, fearing that the propofals of the Britifh miMionary 

tht be accepted, prefented his Pruffian Majefty with 4 
copy of the above-mentioned treaty, by which it appears that 
his Imperial Majeity had betrayed the interefts of the Empire 
by agreeimg to furrender tothe French republic the moft im. 
portant fortreffes on the banks of the Rhine, the poffeflion of 
which had facilitated the march of the French army into the 
heart of Germany. 

Of the authenticity of thefe articles much reafonable 
doubt is entertained, as the production of them may be onl 
amanceuvre to excite difguit againtt the Emperor. 

+ wae oe Ye 

It appears by intelligence from Conftantinople dated the 
#5th of January, that a defenfive treaty was concluded on 
the 23d of December, 1798, between Ruflia and the Porte. 
By this treaty both parties guarantce the empire of each other, 
and the poffeilions thereunto belonging. In cafe of hofkilitics 
by fea or land againit either of the contratting partics, they 
are tofly to the aid of the party attacked with men, arms, or 
money. The afliftance in men to be within three months 
after the requifition.— The contraéting powers are to have in 
future the fame friends and the fame enemies ; and both par- 
ties have agreed to invite the Kings of England, Pruflia, and 
other powers, to accede to this treaty. 

Sir Sydney Smith arrived at Conftantinople in the Tyger 
towards the latter end of December laft, and by deftre of the 
Porte took poffefhon of the beautiful palace of Boglos, with 
fome French emigrants, and a guard of marines. He was 
foon after complimented with a Turkilh title of honour, and 
affumed the charaéter of accredited naval minifter of Bri- 
tain. It was fuppofed he would dirett the operations of the 
Turkith navy. 


2 oS tr -m * 

The whole expence of the government of the United 
Siates, including the contingent expences of the feveral de- 
partments and offices, amounts to no more than 504,206 dol- 
lars. The expence of the army is 4,202,005 dollars; the 
expence of fhips ordered to be built by Congrefs, 971,594; 
arms and military flores, 233,000; maintaining the prefent 
naval eftablifhment for an entire year, 2,420,182; for eight 
revenue cutters during the year 1799, 117,50t dollars, The 
whole fum required for the fervice of the year is about 
6,524,617 dollars, 
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The loan of five millions of dollars, lately opened by the 
American government, was filled in the courfe of a few 
days. Petitions continue to be prefented to the American 
government, praying the repeal of the afts generally known 
by the titles of the fedition and alien laws. 

The American Congrefs are about to pafs a law to prevent 
the interference of private individuals in cafes relating to the 
concerns of the United States with foreign countries. 


EAST-INDIES. 
It appears by intelligence from the Eaft, that the Vakeels 
of Tippoo Sultan had tor three months laft pait been ex- 
ceedingly bufied in deputations to his Highnefs the Nawaub 
Affoph Jah. Independent of this, they had endeavoured to 
eftablifh a communication with the Nabob and Mahratta, and 
to open an intercourfe by no means witha good view. It 
was generally believed in India, that Tippoo’s intention was 
to make fome fudden and hoftile movements as foon as events 
afforded him a favourable opportunity. But at the fame 
time no fears were apprehended by the Eftglifh, on account 
of a firm perfuafion that not one of the Indian Princes 
would be found tnclined to make an alliance with him. Ar 
expedition, generally fuppofed to be againft Japara, which is 
fituated two hundred and fifty-three miles eaft of Batavia, 
was much the converfation at Madras, as well as againit Java, 
which lies tothe fouth of Sumatra, being only feparated by 
the Straits of Sunda, under the dire@ion of the Batavian go- 
vernment. Thefe iflands were reported to have harboured 
all illicit traders, and to have warehoufed a great part of the 
produceot Europe, which is faid to be carried out in fiéti- 
tious bottoms. 


i R.2 LAR BD: 

The fifter kingdom is ftill ina flate which excites the fear- 
ful anxiety of every friend to order and good government. 
The enormities daily committed by a barbarous banditti on 
the one hand, and the unparalleled latitude about to be given 
to military P ower by the legiflature on the other, become 
alarming to humanity. 

The principal.objeéts which have lately engaged the at- 
tention of the Irifh Parliament are the finances, and a bill for 
the fuppreflion of the rebellion. 

Refpeéting the former fubjecét, that of the finances, no- 
thing peculiarly novel has been adopted. But on the fubjett 
of the latter, the bill for the fuppreflion of the rebellion, a 
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thoufand interefling ideas are naturally excited in the mind, 
it has been, however, carried; and the ftrong neceflity of 
the bill was moft forcibly exprefled by the Lord Chancellor 
Clare. He fignified his regret at the imperious call for the 
bill, which he yet deemed indifpenfable as a new rebel di. 
rectory in the country were inciting to maflacre and devafla. 
tion, by a promife of aid from France, for which the lurking 
traitors only waited, as a fignal for general infurreétion. On 
this fubje&, an obfervation faid to have been made by Lord 
Altamont, is extremely impreffive. “* I am not afhamed of 
the bill,’’ faid his Lordthip, “* but of the neceffity which 
called for it.” 


GREAT-BRITAIN. 

It appears by a proclamation iffued from the Court of St. 
James’s on the 15th day of March, that fome attempts have 
been making to organife rebellion in this country. This 
proclamation ftates, “ that there is reafon to apprehend that 
divers perfons engaged in treafonable confpiracies in the 
kingdom of Ireland in concert with our foreign enemies are 
endeavouring to incite and ftir up rebellion and war in tlns 
country.—That for this reafon the Privy Council do ftriétly 
order and charge, that from and after the 20th of March no 
perfon whatfoever be permitted to pafs from Ireland into this 
kingdom, except perfons in the public fervice, and fuch per- 
fons as fhall obtaina paffport for that purpofe from the Lord 
Lieutenant, or from other perfons qualified for that purpole 
in Ireland.” ’ 

No certain intelligence has yet been received refpetting 
the miffion of Mr. Grenville to Berlin. ‘That power, how- 
ever, which feems moft decidedly to be governed by pecu- 
niary motives, it is not unlikely will come forward to join 
the new formidable alliance of Germany, Ruffia, Turkey, 
and England, to crufh that hydra-headed montter, the repub- 
lic of France. 





REFLECTION S&S. 
BE fingular if you will; but let it be in the elevation 


of your thoughts. He that can diftinguifh himlelf no 
otherwife than by his drefs, is adefpicable creature in every 
country. 
Merit is a confolation in-every affliction. 


9 A CURIOUS 
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A CURIOUS DECISION. 
HE fexton of a parifh church in Shrophhire lately efla- 
blifhed a curious kind of apportionment: He infifted 
on a poor man, who had loft his leg by amputation, paying 
fixteen pence for burying it. The pauper appealed to the 
re€tor, who faid that he could not relieve him in the prefent 


cafe; but he would confider it in his fees when the re. 
mainder of his body came to be buried, 





Anfwer, by N. Howard, of Plymouth, to S. Perkins’s Cha. 
rade, inferted January 21. 


JOUR whole charade I'll foon explain, 
SIR is your title, ACH your pain; 
Both parts will bring, if joined true, 
SIRACH, the Hebrew, to your view. 
The fcriptures read, himthere you'll find, 
And ufefal leffons bring to mind. 


*,4* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare. 
jun. and J. Gidley, jun. of Dean Prior; Thomas Bullock, a 
royal miner; Thomas Whicker, and P. Gove, of Exeter ; 
W. Bickham, jun. of Afhburton; William Glaffon, jun. of 
Crowan ; T. Coumbe, of Stonehoufe ; and R. Maffett, of 


Cargreen. 





A CHARADE, by T. Jarvis, of Malborough. 


E gents, perufe thefe lines with care, 
The anfwer you will foon devife ; 
Goto my firft, thou fluggard, go, 
Her ways confider, and be wife. 


Ah no! fhould labour rear its head, 
Or honeft induitry appear, 

The flothful perfon fill’d with dread, 
Would do my fecond then I fear. 


Ye bards, to find the anfwer right, 
Attentive con thefe lines again : 

My whole a beatt will bring to fight, 
That fkips with {peed along the plain. 


Vor. XXXII. Y POE. 





























P:R BAR Be 


ODE fo the SPIRIT of FRESHNESS. 


Sketched on the Firft of May, 1790, at Mamhead, in Devonhiire 


Near an Evergreen Oak. 
By Mr. Potwue e. 
Nigrum 
Ihctbus erebris facra nemus accubet umbra. 





VIRGIL, 


OT the daughter of the vernal dew, 

That, gliflering to the morn with pearly light 
The gentle Aura woo’d 
Befide a dripping cave; 

There, mid the bluhh of rofes, won the nymph 

To dalliance, as in fighs fhe whifper’d love ; 
There faw thee born, as May 
Unclos’d her laughing eyes 

Spirit of frefhnefs hail! At this dim hour 

While, ftreak’d with recent grey, the dawn appears, 
Where {port thy humid fteps, 
Ambrojlial effence, fay ? 

Haply, thy flippers glance along my path 

Where frofted lilies veil their filver bells 
Beneath the lively green 
Of their full-fhading leaves. 

Or doft thou wander in the hoary field 

Where, overhead, I view the cautious hare 
Nibbling, while ftillnefs reigns, 
The light-f{prent barley blade? 

Or doft thou hover o’er the hawthorn bloom, 

Where, in his neft of clay, the blackbird opes 
His golden lid, and tunes 
A fott-preluding flrain ? 

Or, art thou foaring mid the fleeced air 

To meet the day-{pring, where the plume-wet lark 
Pours, fudden, his fhrill note 
Beneath a dufky cloud? 

I fee thee not—Bat lo! avapory fhape 

That oft belies thy form, emerging flow, 
From that deepcentral gloom, 
Reils on the moon-tipt wood ; 

Now, by a halo circled, fails along, 

; gleams with icicles his azure vett, 
Now fhivers on the trees, 
And feebly finks from fight. 
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TIRGIL, 
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’Tis cold! And lo! upon the whitening folds 
Of the dank mift that fills the hollow dell, 
Chilldamp with drizzly locks 
Glides in his lurid car; 
Where a lone fane o’er thofe broad rufhes nods 
In flumbering torpor ; fave when flitting bat 
Stirs the rank ivy brown 
That clafps its oozing walls ! 
Yet, yet, defcending from yon eattern tent, 
Whofe amber feems to kifs the wavy plain, 
A form, half-viewlefs, {preads 
A flufh purpureal round. 
I know thee, frefhnefs! Lo! delicious green 
Sprinkes thy path. The burfting buds above 
With vivid moifture glow, 
To mark thy gradual way. 
The florets, opening, from their young cups dart 
The carmine bluth, the yellow luftre clear : 
And now entranc’d, I drink 
Thy breath in living balms ! 
And not arye-grafs trembles, but.it gives 
A fcent falubrious: Not a flower exhales 
Its odours, but it breathes 
O’er all, a cool repole. 
Mild fhadowy power ! while now thy treffes bath’d 
In primrofe tints, the faowdrop’s coldnels thed 
On fky-blue hyacinths, 
Thy chafte and fimple wreath ; 
While flows to zephyr thy tranfparent robe 
Stealing the colours of the lunar bow, 
How fhort thy veftal reign 
Amid the roly lawn! 
Yes! if thou mix the faffron hues that ftream 
From the bright orient with the rofcid rays 
Of yonder orb that hangs 
A filvery drop, on high ; 
Or, if thou love, alone the lucent fod, 
To catch the fparkles of thy modeft ftar ; 
Wich all the mingled beams 
Heightening fome virgin’s bloom ; 
Fleet as the fhadow from the breded heaven 
Brufhing the goflamer, thy fteps retire 
Within the gelid gloom 
Of thy green-velted oak. 
There, as its ambient arch with airy fweep, 
Chequers the ground, thine “‘ eyes of dewy light,”’ 
Bartue the curf that floats 
In many a tremulous wave. 
And now, retreating tothe breezy marge 
Of the pure flream, thy ruby fingers rear 
The new-blown flowers that wake 
To tinge its cryftal tide : 
Or gently on thine alabafter urn 
Thy head reclines, beneath fome aged beech 
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That mid the crifped brook 
Steeps its long-wreathed roots; 
While from the cave where firft thine effence fprung, 
Where the chatte naiads rang’d their glitcering fpars, 
Rilis, trickling thro’ the mofs, 
Purl o'er the pebbled floor. 
There fleep till eve ; as now the tyrant heat 
Kindles, with rapid ftrides, the extenfive lawn, 
And e’en thy favourite haunt, 
The verdurous oak, invades. 
And may no vapours from that ofier’d bank 
Annoy thee—thou whofe delicacy dreads, 
Tho’ fhrinking from the fun, 
The fallow’s ftagnant fhade. 
There fleep ‘till eve ; unlefs the {pring-lov’d fhow’rs 
Pattering among the foliage, bid thee rife 
To tafte thofe tranfient blooms 
That with the rainbow live. 
There fleep till eve; when, as thy parent air 
With feathery foftnefs flutters o’er thine urn, 
And mid the vermeil bower, 
The dew thy feet impearls ; 
Joy’d thalt thou hail the watery-tinted cloud, 
Whofe radiant tkirts half hide the weitering orb, 
While a fine emerald hue 
The whole horizon ftains ; 
Till thro’ the fragrance of his {weet briar leaves 
Thy glow-worm flings a folitary ray, ' 
As peace defcends, to hufh 
The twilight-bolom’d f{cene! 


On SYMPATHY. 


OFT magic tenant of the foul ! 
That bids congeria! minds unite ; 
That fways us with a mild controul, 
Initructing us in true delight: 
From every grofs enjoyment free, 
Heart-fubduing fympathy ! 
What {mooths the ragged brow of woe, 
And mingles pleafure e’en with tears ; 
What bids the foftett tranfports flow, 
Extracts the poifon from our cares? 
’Tis the {weet grace that dwells with thee, 
eThou foothing ipirit—fympathy ! 


Continue, fairy-power, to bind 
My Harriet’s tender heart to mine; 
Contented let me ever find 
Her fonaett thoughts to thee incline ! 
For while the turns her love to thee, 
That love is mine {weet fympathy ! 
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